You work directly for the Governor, and are in charge of programs for the poor; providing services and looking for cost effective ways of lifting families out of poverty. The Governor is guided by evidence to make policy decisions, and she was elected based on her stance to improve the health and safety of the underserved. 
The latest report on a program serving low income mothers was just released, and in the upcoming budget meeting, the Governor will ask if you think the report provides sufficient evidence to support spending your limited intervention monies on this program. 
a 2-3 page report in the following format: 
1. What problem are they trying to solve?  
2. Based on the information provided in lines 8 and 9, what is the Causal Hypothesis of this 
report?   
3. What are their specific and precise operationalizations of the X, Y, and P listed in #2 
above?  
4. What data sources were used to gather the information, and what is your assessment 
about the reliability and validity of the data?   
5. What study design was used to inform the Causal Hypothesis?   
6. Review the conditions needed to inform Cause, and discuss if you think the report provides support for the causal hypothesis; do you think X causes change in Y? Why or Why not?   
7. If you could ask the authors to provide additional information or analyses, what else might you ask for to help you decide or be more sure about your decision in #6 above?   
8. Finally, the Governor is a busy person, so you will need to be prepared if called on to give a concise summary. As such, write out a two or three sentence “elevator speech” that summarizes the report and justifies your decision about whether to pursue this program.   

